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organisms are created, has in a few
short years come out of the experi-
mental laboratories and into commer-
cial application. The micro-organism

" “at-ssue in the case, which can brepk

down petroleum and could be useful in
cleaning up oil spills, was developed
by -a researcher named Ananda Chak-

- Tagarty for .General Eleetric. Since " barty case was, for 1ack of  better da.

' scription, the “morality’ of tnkering

GE applied in 1972 for o patent on Mr.
Chakrabarty's invention, . there has
-been a siream of patent applications

for protection of other organisrns de--

. signed for other purposes.

" {enetech Corp., for example, has

worked with Eli Lillv & Co. to produce

a -hwnan insulin that could have

greater efficacy in controliing diabe-
tes. The new drug interferon, which
shows considerable promise for fight-
ing cancer and virus infections, is a
preduc: of this technology. There are
many other possibilities, development
of food plants that take nutrisnts from

the air and do not require fertilizer,

for example:- By one estimate, spine
&00 million will' be spent this year,
wystly by private firms, on gene-splic-
ing research. ' '
The only issue in the Supreme

Court’s. decision was whether Con-

. gress intended patent law to extend to

such” living imventions. ‘A dissenting-

-opinjon written by Mr. Justice Rren-
nan, ‘in which Justices White, Mar-
shall and Powell joined, noted that the

pafent laws “‘attempt to reconcile this .

nation’s deep-seated antipathy to mo-
ropolies with the need to encourage
progress.” It argued that the court
showld take care to extend patent pro-
tection no further than Congress has
provided. ' _
It would be nice if both the courts
and the Congress would become more

considerate of this “antipathy towards -

- mionopoly™ in .other areas of public
poticy, the monopoly of the Postal Ser-
. vice, lor exarple, or the anti-competi-
tive effects of petroleum price con-

~large finanejal risks that pioneering
. research usually entails. While patent

.- protection may not be crucial,- there

would seem to be plenty of evidence

~-that it has contributed, on balance, to

the march of technology with its enor-
mous vields to the nation's health,
comfort and security. :

The peripheral issue in the Chakre-

with iiving organisms. The People’s

Business Comrnission, which filed a

friend-of-the-court brief. citing all the

Frankenstein horrors that ~might

" evoive -from such research, preeted
the decision by saying . “‘The Brave

New - World that aldous

warned of is now here.”. -

The court pretty much ignored this

-+ line of argument on the grounds that it

was only deciding a patént case, not
the future of the human race. Of
course, the ternpest which has swirled
around genetic. research has raised
important issues. Most sober and in-
formed scientists now regard the ear-

- lier fears as overblown, but they re-
--man a fit subject for scientific and

public policy debate.
That being the case, however, a

good argument could be made that the _

friends of the court were arguing on
the wrong side, The ability to patent
genetic research will reduce the nead
for experimenters to maintain secrecy
about what is going on in their labora-
tories purely for commercial reasons.
Once protected by patents, they will
be able to engage in o more open sci-
entific interchange over both the risks
and the benefits of what they are
doing, thus enabling the broader pub-
fic to learn more about what is at
stake. . o
The court didn't settle Yery much,.
- In reality. But indireetly it confirmed
that both the patent laws and genetic
engineering have important, and com-
: plementary, values.
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goes, might hang on the outeome but the
v spectators  didn't . expect -a bre:lthless.
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Now things are looking up—or down, de-
pending on how you look - at it Anyway,
struggling up from the pit of despend are
two potential disrupters of this bucelic: po-
lideal scene, Edward Xennedy and John
Anderson. Very appropriate. With revivals
this year the toast of Broadway, tiese two
could bring us a new version of Hellzapop-

Teddy Kennedy, as you kaow, is a Dem-
ocrafic  candidate -for - President who
coldn't get enoigh Democratic voles in
the primaries {o put suspense in the August
conventen. Jokn Anderson was a Republi-
cdn who suffered the same fate among the
small band of GOP faithful, .

They are not'alone, of course. When the
politieal season startad iast fall there were
other hopefuls, especially among the Re-
publicans. But as the numbers came up
wrong, most of them — John Connally,
George Bush, Howard Baker, o mention
only a few—accepred their fates nuietly if
not happily, Net so John Anderson. He
gave up on the Republicans but niot on his

presidential ambitions. He'll let Reagun,

have the GOP nomination without forther
fight. But he's fighting to get on anough
state ballots so that he can tup against
both Reagan and Carter as an independent,

Teddy Kennedy isn’t ready fo ahendon
the party of his forebears or siblin 2s but he
won't abandon it either to Jimmy Carter:
Be says he intends to fight it ont at the
Democratic convention if it takes nil weak,
Whether, if defented there, ke will then
graciousty support Mr. Carter he hasn't
said. : '
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3o {t may not be such a dull summer af-
ter all. At least it will keep the politicians
and ‘political journalists busy speculating
or: waat it will all come to.

At the Democratic convention a ‘Ken-
nedy revolt will succeed or it won't. It wil!
be & miraele if it does and miracles hardly
ever happen. If it doesn't all Kennedy will
have accomplished is to leave Carter with
& party more torn-by acrimony than it al-
ready is. If he does snatch the nomination,
it will be'a still more tattered prize. Rither
way the Demecratic nomination could be
about as valuable as the crown of Louis
KVIilL . : L o

The Republican convention faces- no
such baitle for.the crown. There, as with
the Demoerals in 1944, the crucial question
will be who's to be crown prince, age being
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