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By the President of the United States of Anerica

A Procl amati on

Located on the Pajarito Plateau in north central New Mexico, the
Kasha- Kat une Tent Rocks National Mnunment is a remarkabl e outdoor
| aboratory, offering an opportunity to observe, study, and
experi ence the geol ogi c processes that shape natural |andscapes, as
wel | as other cultural and biol ogical objects of interest. The area
is richin mce, ash, and tuff deposits, the |light-colored,
coneshaped tent rock formations that are the products of expl osive
vol cani ¢ eruptions that occurred between 6 and 7 mllion years ago.
Smal | canyons lead inward fromcliff faces, and over time, w nd and
wat er have scooped openings of all shapes and sizes in the rocks and
have contoured the ends of the ravines and canyons into snooth
semcircles. In these canyons, erosion-resistant caprocks protect
the softer tents below Wile the formations are uniformin shape,
they vary in height froma few feet to 90 feet, and the |ayering of
vol canic material intersperses bands of grey with beige col ored
rock.

Anmid the formations and in contrast to the muted colors of the
rocks of the nmonument, vibrant green | eaves and red bark of
manzani ta, a shrubby species fromthe Sierra Madre of Mexico, cling
to the cracks and crevices of the cliff faces. Red-tail ed hawks,
kestrels, violet-green swallows, and Western bl uebirds soar above
t he canyons and use the pinion and ponderosa covered terrain near
the cliffs.

The conpl ex | andscape and spectacul ar geol ogi ¢ scenery of the
Kasha- Kat ume Tent Rocks National Mnument has been a focal point for
visitors for centuries. Human settlenment is believed to have begun
in the nonunent as a series of canpsites during the Archaic period,
from approxi mately 5500 B.C. During the fifteenth century, severa
| arge ancestral puebl os were established in the area. Their
descendants, the Pueblo de Cochiti, still inhabit the surrounding
area. Although the Spanish explorer Don Juan de Onate reached the
Pajarito Plateau in 1598, it was not until the late eighteenth
century that famlies began to claimland grants around Tent Rocks
fromthe Spanish Crown. Remmants of human history are scattered
t hr oughout the monunent.



Section 2 of the Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U S.C 431),
aut horizes the President, in his discretion, to declare by public
procl amation historic |landnarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest
that are situated upon the | ands owned or controlled by the
Governnent of the United States to be national nonunents, and to
reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limts of which in
all cases shall be confined to the smallest area conpatible with the
proper care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Whereas it appears that it would be in the public interest to
reserve such | ands as a national nonunent to be known as the
Kasha- Kat uwe Tent Rocks National Monunent:

Now, Therefore, I, WlliamJ. dinton, President of the United
States of America, by the authority vested in ne by section 2 of the
Act of June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 225, 16 U.S. C. 431), do proclaimthat
there are hereby set apart and reserved as the Kasha-- Katuwe Tent
Rocks National Mnunment, for the purpose of protecting the objects
identified above, all lands and interests in | ands owned or
controlled by the United States within the boundaries of the area
described on the map entitl ed "Kasha-Katuwe Tent Rocks Nationa
Monurment " attached to and formng a part of this proclamation. The
Federal land and interests in |land reserved consi st of approxi mately
4,148 acres, which is the snallest area conpatible with the proper
care and managenent of the objects to be protected.

Al'l Federal lands and interests in |lands within the boundaries of
this monunent are hereby appropriated and withdrawmm fromall forns
of entry, location, selection, sale, or |leasing or other disposition
under the public land laws, including but not limted to w thdrawal
fromlocation, entry, and patent under the mning |aws, and from
di sposition under all laws relating to mineral and geot herma
| easi ng, other than by exchange that furthers the protective
pur poses of the nonunent.

For the purpose of protecting the objects identified above, the
Secretary shall prohibit all notorized and nechani zed vehicl e use
of f road, except for energency or authorized administrative
pur poses.

Lands an interests in lands within the proposed nmonunent not owned
by the United States shall be reserved as a part of the nmonunent
upon acquisition of title thereto by the United States.

The Secretary of the Interior shall nmanage the nmonunent through the
Bureau of Land Managenent, pursuant to applicable | egal authorities
and in close cooperation with the Pueblo de Cochiti, to inplenent
t he purposes of this proclamation.

The Secretary of the Interior shall prepare, within 3 years of this
date, a managenent plan for this nonument, and shall pronul gate such
regul ations for its nanagenent as he deens appropriate. The
management plan shall include appropriate transportation planni ng
t hat addresses the actions, including road closures or travel
restrictions, necessary to protect the objects identified in this



procl amation and to further the purposes of the Anerican Indian
Rel i gi ous Freedom Act of August 11, 1978 (42 U. S.C. 1996).

Only a very small anpunt of |ivestock grazing occurs inside the
nonurment. The Secretary of the Interior shall retire the portion of
the grazing allotnents within the monunent, pursuant to applicable
law, unless the Secretary specifically finds that |ivestock grazing
wi | | advance the purposes of the proclamation.

The establishment of this nmonunent is subject to valid existing
rights.

Nothing in this proclamati on shall be deened to enlarge or dimnish
the jurisdiction of the State of New Mexico with respect to fish and
wi |l dlife managenent.

This proclamati on does not reserve water as a matter of Federa
law. Nothing in this reservation shall be construed as a
reli nqui shnment or reduction of any water use or rights reserved or
appropriated by the United States on or before the date of this
procl amation. The Secretary shall work with appropriate State
authorities to ensure that any water resources needed for monunent
pur poses are avail abl e.

Nothing in this proclamation shall be deened to revoke any existing
wi t hdrawal , reservation, or appropriation; however, the national
nmonurrent shall be the dom nant reservation.

Warning is hereby given to all unauthorized persons not to
appropriate, injure, destroy, or renove any feature of this nmonunent
and not to locate or settle upon any of the | ands thereof.

In Wtness Wereof, | have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand one, and of the
I ndependence of the United States of Anmerica the two hundred and
twenty-fifth.

WlliamJ. dinton

[Filed with the Ofice of the Federal Register, 8:45 a.m, January
19, 2001)

NOTE: This proclamati on was published in the Federal Register on
January 22.



