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The growi ng reach of international crinme poses threats to American
citizens and Anerican interests, both at hone and abroad. Illega
activity fromterrorismto trafficking in arns, drugs, or humans
vi ol ates our values and threatens our safety. Intellectual property
theft, financial fraud, and corruption also can endanger our
prosperity and undercut public confidence in denocracy and free
mar ket s around the worl d.

To confront these chall enges, today | am pl eased to announce
several inportant initiatives in our ongoing efforts to conbat
international crinme.

First, we are rel easing a conprehensive International Crine Threat
Assessnent, prepared at ny direction, as part of our Internationa
Crime Control Strategy adopted in May, 1998. The new assessnent
hi ghl i ghts the gl obal dinensions of international crime and the ways
this pervasive problemthreatens U S. interests. This broader
understanding is necessary if we, together with our internationa
partners, are to strengthen our response to this gl obal problem

Second, earlier this week in Palerno, Italy, the United States
joined many other countries in signing the United Nations Convention
on Transnational Organized Crine, along with two suppl enentary
protocols on mgrant smuggling and trafficking in persons. By
harnmoni zing crimnal |aws and pronoting increased cooperation, the
new convention and its protocols will enable the international
comunity to better conbat international organized crine.

Third, the Departnents of State and Justice are establishing a
M grant Srmuggling and Trafficking in Persons Coordination Center
The Center will integrate and inprove our efforts to counter these
di stinct but related global crime problenms. The Center also wll
promot e and assi st increased efforts by foreign governnents and
i nternational organizations to conbat these problens.

The United States is strongly conmitted to strengthening our
international crime control prograns to achieve a world of greater
safety, prosperity, and justice. W urge the international comunity
to join us in enhancing our conmon efforts to advance these comon
ai ms.



