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Joint statenent on the United States-Bul garian partnership for a new
era. (nmde
by US Pres Bill Clinton and Bul garian Pres Petar Stoyanov)(Transcript)

February 10, 1998

President Clinton and President Petar Stoyanov nmet at the White House
today to discuss the strengthening of U.S.-Bulgarian relations as wel
as nutual efforts to enhance cooperation in Southeast Europe and
advance Bulgaria's integration into the European and transatlantic
comuni ties, including NATO

President Clinton noted the historic changes that have taken place in
Bul gari a over the last year and the key role played by President
Stoyanov. During his tenure, Stoyanov's Bulgaria has aligned itself
firmy with the fam |y of denocratic nations, noved forward with
difficult economc reforns, strengthened its civic institutions,
stepped up its fight agai nst organized crinme and enhanced cooperation
with its neighbors. The two presidents commtted thenselves to buil ding
a partnership that reflects a new era in Bul garian-Anerican rel ations.

President Clinton reaffirmed America's commitment to NATO s " Open
Door™ policy and wel conmed Bul garia's aspiration to NATO menbership. The
two Presidents agreed that Bulgaria's engagenent in the Partnership for
Peace, enhanced di al ogue with NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Partnership
Council were key tools to naking Bulgaria the strongest possible
candi date for NATO nmenbership

The United States will continue to support Bulgaria' s efforts to
consolidate its denocratic and free market reforms, including
Bul gari a's engagenent with the World Bank and the Internationa
Monet ary Fund. The United States and Bulgaria are conmtted to
reinforcing inplenmentati on of the Dayton Accords. They al so have a
common interest in expanding nutual trade and investnment and
encouragi ng the devel opnent of nultiple routes for energy fromthe
Caspi an Basi n.

The centerpiece of the visit was the announcenent of a new U.S.
Action Plan for Southeast Europe. The Action Plan will give further
dynamismto U S. cooperation with countries in the region in such
areas' as pronoting peaceful resolution of disputes, conbating
organi zed crime and consolidating denocratic and econom c. reforns.
Presi dent Stoyanov expressed full support for the Action Plan and
committed Bulgaria to doing its part.

U.S. -Bul garia Work Program



The two presidents noted with approval the detailed U S -Bulgaria
work programthat will translate the Southeast Europe Action Plan into
concrete projects in the areas of econom ¢ and commerci al concerns,
political-mlitary affairs and | aw enforcenent cooperation

Presi dent Stoyanov wel comed continuing U S. assistance which plays a
key role in facilitating Bulgaria's transition to denocratic and free
mar ket structures. President Cinton applauded Bulgaria's commitment to
accelerating privatization and affirnmed continued U. S. support through
various bilateral assistance programs. Over the past seven years, the
United States has provided Bulgaria with over $235 million in
assi stance under the Support for East European Denocracy Program ( SEED)
to advance fundanental economic and political reforns.

* The program for this year, budgeted at $31 million, will focus on
ensuring the devel opnent of a free-market economy and strengthening
denocratic institutions.

In view of the inproved reformenvironnent in Bulgaria, the United
States and Bul garia have identified several new priority areas for
cooperation: reinforcing the rule of |law, strengthening financia
mar ket s and encouragi ng the devel opnent of civil society. In this
regard, the two Presidents agreed to:

* Deepen cooperation between their countries' respective |aw
enforcenent agencies in the struggle against terrorism narcotics
trafficking, noney laundering and illicit arnms transfers. The United
St at es announced an increase in funds dedicated to providing crimna
| aw enforcenent training.

* Project intellectual property rights, including a comrtnent by
Presi dent Stoyanov to seek strict enforcement of Bulgarian |egislation
and strengthen cooperation anong rel evant Bulgarian institutions in the
fight against intellectual property piracy.

* Devel op a new education curriculumin Bulgaria to pronpote
denocratic values with a grant of $250,000 fromthe United States
I nf ormati on Agency.

* On the mlitary front, the Departnent of Defense has devel oped a
nunber of progranms to support the reformof the Bulgarian mlitary
al ong Western lines, including for this year

* A $900, 000 International MIlitary Education and Trai ning program
that has el even Bul garian cadets studying at U S. mlitary acadenies



* A $3.2 million dollar Foreign MIlitary Financing program and,

**Amlitary liaison teamresident in the Bulgarian Mnistry of
Def ense to organi ze staff and informati on exchanges.

Regi onal Cooperation

In an effort to breakdown barriers and encourage regiona
cooperation, the United States and Bul garia, together with severa
ot her stable denpcracies, are engaged in a nunber of cooperative
efforts such as the Sout heast European Cooperative Initiative, the
Sout h Bal kan Devel opnent Initiative and the annual Southeastern
Eur opean Defense M nisterial.

* The Sout heast European Cooperative Initiative (SECI) ainms to
enhance regi onal cooperation, conmerce and devel opnment. It is pursuing
plans for inprovenent of operations at border crossings, nodels to
finance energy efficiency projects, and pronotion of small and
medi um si zed enterprise devel opnent.

* The $30 million South Bal kan Devel opment Initiative (SBDI) seeks to
energi ze the efforts of Al bania, Bulgaria and the FYR Macedonia to
upgrade their transportation systens and devel op a regi onal approach to
transport pl anni ng.

* The Sout heastern European Defense Mnisterial brings the Defense
M nisters of the region together with other interested countries to
di scuss issues of common concern and devel op projects for the year
ai mred at pronoting regional cooperation and confidence buil ding.
Bul garia hosted the last Mnisterial in Cctober 1997, which resulted in
27 followon activities.

These bilateral and nultilateral initiatives will advance our shared
goal of a Europe whole, free and at peace. They will also prompte the
integration of Bulgaria and the other stable denocracies of
Sout heastern Europe into the European and transatlantic mainstream

NOTE: An original was not available for verification of the content
of this joint statenment.



